
1997-2003 Chevrolet Malibu Front Brake Pads
Replacement

A guide to install new front brake pads on a 1997-2003 Chevrolet Malibu.

Written By: Sank Yang
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INTRODUCTION

Brake pads wear is one the most maintained thing that overlooked in the car. One of the few
symptoms that related to brake pad problem are noisy or steering wheel pull to one side when
braking. This guide will help solve those problems by changing the front brake pads for 1997 to 2003
Chevrolet Malibu.

TOOLS:
Socket 19mm (1)
Hydraulic Floor Jack (1)
Socket Wrench (1)
12mm Socket (1)

PARTS:
Front Brake Pad (1)
Disc Brake Quiet (1)
Brake Lubricant (1)
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http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-14152-8-Inch-Shallow-6-Point/dp/B000NPULD8/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1431007052&sr=8-3&keywords=19+mm+socket
https://www.amazon.com/Blackhawk-B6350-Black-Fast-Service/dp/B0054WGRBA/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-3-8-in-Drive-Round-Head-Ratchet-H38RHRAT/202923414
http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-14144-8-Inch-Shallow-6-Point/dp/B000NY7A1A/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1431007163&sr=8-1&keywords=12+mm+socket
http://www.autozone.com/autozone/parts/1999-Chevrolet-Malibu/Brake-Pads-Front/_/N-jd8b5Z8ko29
http://www.autozone.com/autozone/accessories/CRC-Disc-brake-quiet/_/N-268d?itemIdentifier=348169_0_0_
http://www.autozone.com/autozone/accessories/AGS-Sil-Glyde-brake-lubricant/_/N-268d?itemIdentifier=193245_0_0_


Step 1 — Front Brake Pads

 

If using the car's emergency scissor-jack, identify the designated placement locations for this
specific jack.



The jack needs to be placed behind the front tire in one of the two slots indicated by the red
markers.



The slots are one foot behind each front tire, and 8-10 inches inward from the outer edge of the
car.



While on flat ground, put the jack in the slot closest to the front.
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Step 2

 

Do not go under the car unless the car is support by a jack stand.
Put a block in front of one of the rear tires and another block behind the same rear tire. This
prevents the car from rolling in either direction while the front is jacked up.



To operate the jack stand, turn clockwise to lift up and turn counter clockwise to low down.
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Step 3

 

Loosen the plastic lug nuts, located on the hub-cap, with a 19mm socket.

When putting the hub-cap back onto the wheel, tighten the lugs until you feel firm resistance. Do
not over tighten because the threads will strip.



Step 4

 

Loosen and remove the five metal lug nuts with a 19mm socket.

Torque the metal lug nuts to 100 ft-lbs when putting the wheels back on the car.
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Step 5

Remove the wheel from the hub.

Step 6

  

Loosen and remove the two bolts located on the backside of the caliper with a 12mm socket.

Torque the two bolts to 33 ft-lbs when putting the caliper back on the mounting bracket.

Remove the caliper from the mounting bracket.

Do not allow the caliper to hang freely. This will causes stretching or internal blocking of the brake
line.



TIP: Using hang wire to hang the caliper on the spring mount to keep it out of the way.
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Step 7

 

Use a pry bar to remove the old brake pad from the bracket.

Use the same procedure for removing the pads on the other sides.

TIP: Using C-clamp to compress the caliper to refit the new brake pads

After removing the pads, you can check the rotor for irregular wear or damage. Run your finger
across the face of the rotor to feel for grooves or chipping.


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To reinstall brake pad, follow in reserve order. It is important to do a test drive since the brake may feel
soft the first time after a new brake pad.

Step 8

  

Pull the two caliper pins out of the mounting bracket by hand.

If needed, apply "Brake Lubricant" to the two caliper pins. This fights corrosion buildup and
allows the pins to slide off more smoothly.



Before putting the new brake pads on, apply "Disc Brake Quiet" compound to the metal backing of
the pads to keep them from squeaking.


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