
How To Perform an Oil Change and Oil Filter
Replacement-Nissan Sentra 2007-2012 Oil, Oil

Filter Replacement
Oil Change and filter replacement for Nissan Sentra 2007-2012.

Written By: Dalton Cunicelli
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INTRODUCTION

Do you always find yourself paying too much for an oil change? Do you think about changing your
car’s oil yourself, but find vague instructions for a general car? Learn to change your car’s oil and
filter by following these easy-to-follow instructions for your Nissan Sentra 2007-2012!

Oil changes are important to preserve the life span and performance of a car's engine. The standard
is to change a car's oil every 3000 miles.

TOOLS:
Old Rag (1)
Hydraulic Floor Jack (1)
Jack Stand (1)
Funnel (1)
Latex or nitrile gloves (1)
Oil Drain Pan (1)
Safety Glasses (1)
14 mm socket (1)
Socket Wrench (1)
Oil Filter Wrench (optional) (1)

PARTS:
4 Quarts 5W-30 Oil (1)
Oil Filter (1)

Check with local auto parts store for filters
that correspond to your car

Oil Drain Plug Gasket (optional)  (1)
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Step 1 — Engine Oil, Oil Filter

Make sure that the engine is turned
off and that the keys are out of the
ignition



Step 2

  

Pop the hood open using the hood release lever located to the left and below the steering wheel.

Open the hood by pushing the hood latch to the left.

Place the hood support rod in the hole of the hood on the passenger side.
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Step 3

Locate the oil filler cap and remove
by twisting counterclockwise.



It is best to remove the oil filler
cap now so the oil will drain
smoothly later.



Place the oil filler cap to the side.
Make sure not to lose it.


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Step 4

 

Place the floor jack on the jacking point, located on the passenger side behind the front wheel.

depending on the floor jack, either twist or move the leaver up and down to raise the car

Raise the car high enough to place the jack stand under the car. Make sure the stand will have
solid contact with the car frame.



The jacking point has a lip and is at the edge of the car (boxed in the photo). The lip of the
jacking point should fit into the opening on the jack.



Slowly lower the car onto the jack stand by using the floor jack.

When the car is secured on the jack stands, remove the floor jack.

Do not use the floor jack to keep the car propped up
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Step 5

 

Locate the oil drain plug underneath the car. It is on the passenger side and facing towards the
rear of the vehicle.



Place the oil drain pan slightly off the side of the plug. The oil that drains out will come in a stream,
not straight down.



If not already done so, now is the time to put on the protective eyewear and gloves.
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Step 6

  

Use the 14 mm socket wrench to loosen the oil drain plug. After a few turns, use your hands to
loosen the plug until it is off.



Oil contents may be hot if the car has been running recently!

Allow the oil to completely drain into the pan.

Look for small, shiny specks in the oil. The specks could be metal flakes from the engine and
may be a sign of a serious problem with the engine. Take your car in for maintenance if you see
these shiny specks.



Use a rag to wipe around the opening for any remnants of the oil.

After the oil has drained, screw the oil drain plug back onto the car. Hand tighten as much and use
a 14 mm socket wrench to tighten about a half turn more.



Do not overtighten! This could lead to cracking the oil pan.
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Step 7

  

Locate the oil filter from either above or below the car (The images are from above).

The oil filter is located below the engine and aligned horizontally, facing the front of the car.

Place the oil drain pan under the filter.

Unscrew the filter by hand. Turn the filter counterclockwise if looking at the filter from the front.

If the filter is too hard to loosen, use either some pliers or an oil filter wrench.

Wipe around the area where the filter was settled.

Make sure the washer part of the filter comes off. If left on with the new filter, the seal may be
broken and can lead to a leak.


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Step 8

 

Dip your gloved finger in the new oil and coat the washer part of the filter. This helps make the seal
to ensure there are no leaks.



Tighten the oil filter clockwise. Hand tighten as much as possible. Do not tighten with some pliers
or oil filter wrench.



It may be helpful to take the glove off as the glove may be oily and hard to grip the new filter.
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Step 9

 

Put the funnel in the oil filler hole.

Pour all 4 quarts of the oil into the funnel.

Screw the oil cap back on by rotating it clockwise.
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Step 10

 

Place the floor jack back underneath the car and raise the car off of the jack stand.

Remove the jack stand.

Slowly lower the car back down to the ground.
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Step 11

 

Take the dip stick out and wipe it down.

Place the dip stick back into it's original place.

Turn on the car and let it idle for 30 seconds, then turn the car off.

Take the dip stick back out and check for the oil level. The level should be between the two bumps
on the dipstick.



If low, add more oil until within the two bumps.
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Note current mileage and repeat procedure in 3000 miles.

Step 12

Turn the car on and look under the
car for any leaks. If there are any
leaks, turn the car off and tighten the
area where it is leaking. For
example, if the oil is leaking around
the oil filter, tighten the oil filter.



If there are no problems, turn the car
off. Then put the hood support rod
down and close the hood.



Clean up the surrounding area and
throw away all trash.



Do not throw away the oil or filter.
Take the used oil and filter to a
local auto-parts store or
dealership. They will take it and
recycle it for you.


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