
Swimming Pool Maintenance
Simple steps that anyone can follow to maintain their own swimming pool. Tips on keeping the

pool water clear and ensuring the water is flowing as it should.
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INTRODUCTION

First you should be familiar with the swimming pool equipment attached to your swimming pool. The
basic equipment involves a pump and a filter. Extra equipment could be a salt chlorinator or a
heater.

The focus of this guide is to discuss how to maintain the typical swimming pool that requires
chlorine, it does NOT have a salt chlorinator.

TOOLS:
water hose (1)
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Step 1 — Swimming Pool Maintenance

Check the water jets in the pool to
see if the water is flowing at the
normal flow.



If you have an automatic pool
cleaner and it has slowed down or
stopped working, this is a sign that
you may have some sort of filter or
pump blockage.



Another way to check your water
flow is to check the pressure gauge
on your pool filter. Most pool filters
have a pressure gauge attached to
monitor the waterflow. When the
pressure is higher than normal, this
indicates that the filter may need to
be cleaned or replaced.



Step 2

If the water flow seems slower than normal, your pool filter and/or pump may need cleaning or
replacement.


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Step 3

Turn off the power to the pool pump.

Most all pool pumps come with a
debris basket attached to them.



Locate the debris basket (usually
has a plastic see-through round lid).
Remove the lid and empty the debris
basket.



Step 4

Next locate the pool filter. D.E. and
cartridge filters can be easily
maintained by you.



If you have a cartridge filter, remove
the lid and examine the cartridge
element. If it is discolored (not white)
or has debris on it, then take your
water hose and thoroughly spray it
off to remove the debris.



If you have a D.E. filter, you will
need to run the backwash procedure
that your pool equipment installer
should have showed you. If you do
not know how to do this you can visit
your pool filter manufacturer website
for exact details.



Swimming Pool Maintenance Draft: 2016-03-16Guide ID: 4179 -

This document was generated on 2020-11-26 07:50:50 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 4 of 6



Step 5

Replace both the pump debris basket and the filter elements back in the equipment and ensure the
lids are sealed properly.



Next turn on the power to your pool equipment. Monitor the pump and filter until your pool jets are
flowing normally again.



If you see any water leaking from the pool equipment, turn off the power again and remove and re-
close the equipment lids and repeat until you confirm no water is leaking from the equipment.


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To keep your pool in it's optimal condition, ensuring your pool water flow is normal is an easy do-it-
yourself part of the process that you can do in a short amount of time.

Step 6

If the pool jet water flow is still flowing very slowly, this is an indication that it may be time to
replace your filter element/cartridge.



You can expect to replace your pool filter element/cartridge once a year to ensure your pool water
flow is maintained at the proper level. However, pool usage will determine the frequency of
replacing your filters.



I would recommend purchasing your replacement pool filters online to save money. Online
retailers offer the filters at a significantly lower cost when compared to the local pool store.


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